








m Using Paint

In Paint, the image is produced by applying colour to a background, with
each new line overwriting anything that may be beneath — very like real
painting. (Except that Paint allows you to undo the last move.) Have a play
with Paint — it will be good practice with the mouse, menus and options.

The Text toolbar gives you the full range of fonts and the main style effects.

¥ The Toolbox
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There is a simple but adequate set of  Free-Form select =[] Select rectangle
tools. A little experimentation will Eraser | 4 « | Fill with colour
show how they all work. Pick Colour | » ¢ | Magpnifier
Most of them have options that can Pencil | » 9| Brush
be set in the area below the toolbar. A'rbrLLfSh S Al Ted
ine |~ ¢ | Curve
® When you select an area (or paste Rectangle |1 /= | Polygon
an image from file or from the Oval | & = | Rounded box
Clipboard) the background can be
transparent or opaque. Option area
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® You can set the size of the Eraser, Brush, Airbrush, Line and Curve. N.B.
the Line thickness applies to the closed shapes.
® Closed shapes can be outline or fill only, or both.

Drawing curves

The Curve is probably the trickiest of the tools to use. The line can have one
or two curves to It.

1 Draw a line between the points where the curve A\
will start and end.

2 Drag to create the first curve — exaggerate the A X,
curve as it will normally be reduced at the next k_/
stage.

3 If the line is to have a second curve, drag it out . s
now — as long as the mouse button is down, the 2 ’
line will flex to follow the cursor. \—/—\

4 For a simple curve, just click at the end of the B
line.

® Working with selected areas

The rectangular and free-form selectors can be used to select an area of the
screen. Once selected, an area can be:

B Deleted — use this for removing mistakes and excess bits.

Copied — handy for creating repeating patterns.

Saved as a file — use Edit > Copy To... and give a filename.

Dragged elsewhere on screen.

Flipped (mirrored) horizontally or vertically, or rotated in 90° increments
— use Image > Flip/Rotate for these effects.

Stretched - to enlarge, shrink or distort, or skewed, either horizontally or
vertically — use Image > Stretch/Skew.

® Filing

Saving and opening files is the same as in WordPad. You can also use Edit >
Copy To... to save part of an image and Edit > Paste From... to open a file
so that you can combine its image with the existing picture. The image will
come in as a selected area, which can be positioned wherever required.










